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Fig.4 Thorium-rich ore types of the Weishan REE deposit

a. Bastnasite ore rock rich in thorium of carbonatite type; b. Radial bastnasite in calcite; c. Polymetallic ore rich in thorium; d. Pyrite and thorite

grains in calcite

Thor—Thorite; Bas—Bastnasite; Py—Pyrite; Cal—Calcite
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Fig. 5 Thorite in REE ores of carbonatite type of the Weishan REE deposit
a. BSE image of granular thorite; b. Granular thorite under single polarized microscope; c. BSE image of euhedral thorite; d. Granular euhedral tho-
rite under single polarized microscope; e. Thorite and bastnasite along the cracks in parisite; f. Irregular thorite and quartz in parisite

Thor—Thorite; Cal—Calcite; Bas—Bastnasite; Pas—Parisite; Qz—Quartz
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Fig. 6 Irregular thorite coexists with polymetallic minerals of the Weishan REE deposit

a. Iregular thorite at the edge of pyrite; b. Galena and thorite in pyrite; c. Galena and sphalerite coexisting with thorite in calcite; d. Thorite coexisting
with bastnasite and sphalerite

Thor—Thorite; Gn—QGalena; Py—Pyrite; Sph—Sphalerite; Pas—Parisite; Cal—Calcite; Pyc—Pyrochlore
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Table 1 Electron probe microanalysis results (w(B)/%) of thorite, bastnasite, pariste, pyrochlore, monazite and apatite in

the Weishan REE deposit

W) Sio, La,0, Ca0 Y,0,  Ce,0,  ThO, Pr,0, uo, Nd,0, PbO FeO Ryl
B! 17.43 0.03 0.41 0.01 74.07 0.04 5.91 0.13 0.42 0.01 98.46
B! 16.5 0.11 1.73 0.29 0.15 70.65 2.13 0.16 0.06 91.78
B! 17.53 0.01 0.34 0.06 73.56 3.69 0.02 0.12 95.33
ELA! 17.53 0.07 0.72 0.13 75.16 0.02 1.71 0.23 0.35 95.92
B! 15.68 1.14 0.72 0.18 66.44 0.01 125 0.52 0.38 0.01 86.33
B! 16.39 0.07 1.16 0.21 0.04 69.84 0.01 2.54 0.01 0.15 0.07 90.49
A2 16.54 0.69 0.16 68.74 5.01 0.55 91.69
W) F La,0, Ca0 Sio, Ce,0, uo, Pr,0, ThO, Nd,0, Sm,0; Nb,O;  EAl
BT ! 34.19 2.07 0.18 0.03 34.74 5.35 2.87 6.54 0.73 72.39
SR ! 34.33 2.4 0.16 0.04 35.87 5.89 1.08 4.96 0.48 0.07 71.03
FESEIDT 25.78 1.62 9.14 29.39 0.1 4.06 1.63 7.56 0.68 0.14 69.60
ST 2 36.96 1.03 2.11 0.48 24.25 0.15 2.75 14.49 7.46 1.56 0.35 78.52
TR 2 16.53 2.07 2.15 0.66 32.41 0.05 5.01 13.61 7.81 0.76 0.11 74.48
JBR A2 10.64 1.25 1.86 7.35 27 0.18 2.9 5.57 6.19 1.59 0.1 62.89
U7 Sio, TiO, Nb,0O;  Ta,O; CaO FeO uo, MnO ThO, PbO Y,0, R
PeggA ? 0.1 9.6 54.29 0.04 6.46 0.08 8.86 0.07 0.02 0.02 79.54
PebkA 0.3 9.85 51.66 0.04 6.15 0.13 8.14 0.27 0.27 76.81
PeegA? 0.1 8.99 58.4 0.04 3.46 0.53 13.73 0.03 0.34 0.31 0.26 86.19
U7 La,0, P,0; Sio, Ce,0, CaO Pr,0;, uo, Nd,0;, ThO,  Sm,0;  Nb,0; R
A 2 24.33 31.25 0.17 34.2 0.16 5.86 0.02 6.1 0.48 0.09 102.66
A2 24.7 31.7 0.08 33.98 0.13 5.76 0.06 5.85 0.19 0.54 0.02 103.01

W) F Sio, BaO P,0; SrO ThO, Ca0 uo, Cl eyl

WK A 2 4.39 39.06 4.89 0.03 44.93 0.08 0.02 91.55

T IR T AR 5

“VFIRAT YR A R SRR S U A5 2V R Wk A R 2 U A A

0.18%) , ThO, 7 £ A X 45 55 (1.08%~14.49%) , [F] i)
L TR 8 R 2 4 B A - kb (%) eCRi Sl 0 AH
FoB IR 5 R 1 ik 3B i i 5 5 UO, Fl ThO,

Beak A, Bl i I R R 8.14%~13.73%, &L
AT AR 0~0.34% ek A — AT T N &
FHTE.

MR A, LVE % La.Ce i EZAFE, T4 S
DL S5 R IR 20 4 Ce, U A1 385308 K A 40 2 o
HLFHRE A R 0l 2 4R & AL A h Al A
L B ARG, 29 0.19% (— Bk 3%~5%) (B8 2 %,
2020), HAp gl & Nz 2>, o4 0.02%~0.06%

B, RS R E A AR R, —
A TR R A o AR YRR B Bl R A Rl
(0.08% ) = T4: 5 (0.03%) o

BT RE A A A R ST A e A

BT R M TR M 1 Yb Nd, B /D La, Ce

ERF TR . R RIS R E A
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PEAEAED IR L S b o A R
F I JBORE 55 AR A bR S R SRR 5 il it 1R 4
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Fig. 7 Mineral paragenetic sequence of thorium rich ores in the Weishan REE deposit
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TESr T T RAER AR W 0 4 R 3 30, 76 2 Flog™
AR WL, 0 a8 oA R
45 iR e 1Y A R AL A JOREE A1 A5 AT B B AR TR B0
S ICIR R o 5 TETBOR PE E AE TR AR, —
SRS B R TT R & i B A BRI
X (R 1), AT LA &2 [l 28 58 4R 55 2K 5 93 Ah—T7
T A A R R I B M, AR B BORLIR AL A
mn R ZE AR E 5 T HL - MR 0 s L N BB 43 4
XPRSE , AT B S A A AR B AR A
ARUBEHLT T B KRR AL A7 (B Sa~d) $EAT T 4L
A B U-Th-Pb A9, el it ks 25 4>, 40
BE b, LB T R B B S SR A R
R 22 A E R (R 2) AR A T B 1Y 28Pb/ 22 Th filAL
- 144 # (104.8 +3.0)Ma, 2°8Pb /232Th 5 4F %k 4 19

MSWD 4.1, EA5 X [H 95% (& 8) .
44 B YBITEDHREML

A YR WFSE 8 i LA-ICP-MS 357158 T 8 4L 07 A
B ) UL R AR TR Y e AR A
L ARAS T SR A S B A A B A
T A B9FG Loo R/ B4R (E19) .

A TR B (& 9a) 2 ILLL PR 4
JGE (Eu.Gd . Tb) & W FRIE 0 “HEAR RL S0 A7, 52600
FIC R MER R WA T W BRI B

+ o EEEMLT<100x10° P+ cESENT
(800~1100) x107° Z [a] , 1fif 75 # 4 JC & % & A (120~
550)x1070, X FPor A RFAE AT RE S5 8 AR A DC i M

AR AT Ca2+B PN 112 A, 59 H T
ENONCA o SX  SE /8 (T 2 i1l STV = o SR e
KOEW TR E LRGSR TR S5
o BEAL, i F 0 R AR R PR BN R &
PikE s A R T AR B AR TP R R iEA
AT AR o o3 — 5 T [0 R o I 1) R Al 0 (—

xR2

L% £ 5 K LA-ICP-MS $1 A HifiL U-Th-Pb il £ 5>t 45 R

Table 2 U-Th-Pb dating analysis results of thorite grains in the Weishan REE deposit

Mmoo w(B)/107 207pp/200Ph 207pp235Y 206pp238Y 08pp232Th  BSYLRTh  27PH/ASU 06pb2BU - 205Pb22Th Al
HoOOTh®? U W 1o WM 1o WM 1o WME 1o M 4Fi/Ma 1o Fil/Ma lo 4Filk/Ma lo
1 644540 5600 0.0527 0.0021 0.1763 0.0117 0.0245 0.0014 0.0056 0.0002  0.0087 165 10 156 9 113 5 94%
2 569131 5323 0.0571 0.0021 0.1905 0.0123 0.0242 0.0013 0.0056 0.0002  0.0090 177 11 154 8 113 3 86%
3662393 6535 0.0565 0.0017 0.1613 0.0101 0.0204 0.0011 0.0051 0.0001  0.0096 152 9 130 7 102 2 84%
4 648819 6700 0.0531 0.0017 0.1508 0.0096 0.0204 0.0011 0.0051 0.0002  0.0089 143 9 130 7 103 3 90%
5 663889 6939 0.0504 0.0016 0.1607 0.0088 0.0232 0.0011 0.0052 0.0002  0.0103 151 8 148 7 105 3 97%
6 626194 7146 0.0497 0.0017 0.2004 0.0109 0.0289 0.0012 0.0055 0.0002  0.0107 186 9 18 8 110 4 99%
7 685028 9673 0.0472 0.0016 0.1193 0.0060 0.0182 0.0007 0.0056 0.0002  0.0140 114 5 116 5 113 4 98%
8 672520 6435 0.0601 0.0022 0.1827 0.0115 0.0222 0.0013 0.0052 0.0002  0.0088 170 10 142 8 105 5 81%
9 656704 5919 0.0519 0.0015 0.1671 0.0093 0.0231 0.0010 0.0055 0.0002  0.0084 157 8 147 7 110 4 93%
10 660956 6435 0.0593 0.0018 0.1446 0.0075 0.0177 0.0008 0.0046 0.0001  0.0096 137 7 113 5 93 3 80%
11 593329 5344 0.0527 0.0029 0.1356 0.0086 0.0192 0.0011 0.0053 0.0002  0.0093 129 8 122 7 106 5 95%
12 538669 13916 0.0487 0.0013 0.0954 0.0036 0.0142 0.0004 0.0055 0.0002 0.0244 93 3 91 30111 4 98%
13 689902 7647 0.0483 0.0014 0.1695 0.0093 0.0251 0.0011 0.0060 0.0002 0.0109 159 8 160 7 120 5 99%
14 642159 4580 0.0519 0.0014 0.2478 0.0149 0.0348 0.0019 0.0053 0.0002  0.0068 225 12 221 12 107 3 98%
15 634588 5634 0.0524 0.0016 0.1561 0.0107 0.0215 0.0013 0.0054 0.0002  0.0090 147 137 8 109 4 93%
16 608889 16846 0.0500 0.0015 0.0848 0.0039 0.0124 0.0005 0.0053 0.0002  0.0273 83 80 3 107 4 96%
17 654657 5000 0.0512 0.0018 0.2056 0.0131 0.0290 0.0016 0.0053 0.0001  0.0068 190 11 184 10 106 3 97%
18 646268 6612 0.0582 0.0013 0.1798 0.0098 0.0222 0.0010 0.0050 0.0001  0.0105 168 8 142 6 102 3 83%
19 662437 7016 0.0525 0.0015 0.1938 0.0089 0.0269 0.0010 0.0054 0.0001  0.0104 180 8 171 6 108 3 95%
20 642260 5442 0.0525 0.0020 0.1500 0.0090 0.0208 0.0010 0.0054 0.0002  0.0083 142 8 133 6 109 4 93%
21 717787 5185 0.0476 0.0022 0.1295 0.0102 0.0196 0.0015 0.0046 0.0002 0.0073 124 9 125 9 92 3 98%
22 638622 4255 0.0483 0.0018 0.1453 0.0113 0.0215 0.0015 0.0047 0.0001  0.0067 138 10 137 9 95 3 99%
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B AR AYNRER IR EER, REMR L
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FNWT & Ca 9 0 1 R 2R A0, ] Gan oy fide A, A 55
WF5E & B La F1 Yb 76 77 ff A1 0 HAT B 52 09 5018, La
A Tb 78 5 47 o H AT 5% 500 4348, 7 i 47 1) Yb/Ca-
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Table 3 REE Characteristics of ores from the Maoniuping, Bayan Obo and Weishan REE deposits
. . w(B)/10° . .
IR BB Bt 7] LREE/HREE R
LREE HREE > REE
A 944~2981 25.1~45.0 1146~3225 96~281
il B T
A 138~2412 7.41~27.1 228~2481 8~133
FEARHE WK . 05 i 1721 35.1 1920 49 22,2018
PO B -
H A 2104~3878 12.9~40.8 2313~3957 51~303
i BB Bt el 523870~561770 35.8~59.4 526280~564830  9459~15356
CUNSP 5650 302 5952 18.7
N T 2507 296 2803 8.4
H o 5P g IR T B FEHHE%5,2018
o e B R 7716 271 7986 282 "
FATRE A 10651 336 10987 31.4
TP o B TR METE 2 177~1075 26~58 189~1095 5.16~26.8 JAHAEA, 2013
i fifa 758 729 1487 1.1
ol
PR 071k WA 469 3237 3707 0.15 -
Bz AWl 5023 8668 13691 0.54
(RSN 524303 4568 528872 116

T LU 1,

MS Z3 A1, AR SCHRB T B U W O i A A R
JCR B , AT B R AU B 3 1 48 7R i T 34
WP R . A 7 fift A UKL Yb/Ca-Yb/La 45 534

A7 TR X (E110) , 28 7 UKL Y Th/La-Th/Ca i
JERIRERVE TGRS X (1), 488 B &0 4
BT A A 2 BGRRR A
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